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POLICY 
 
It is the policy of the Criminal Justice Branch to obtain expert and professional witnesses 
when an opinion on testimony is required from a source recognized as having a particular 
expertise or skill by reason of education, training or experience. 
 
Where Crown Counsel concludes that an expert or professional witness is necessary and 
the cost factor is significant, approval should be obtained from Administrative Crown 
Counsel or Deputy Regional Crown Counsel. 
 
Approval must be obtained from the Assistant Deputy Attorney General to pay an hourly 
rate in excess of the Fee Schedules or to pay any incidental expense not allowed by the 
Billing Guidelines. 
 
Rates and Billing Guidelines: 
 

Medical Expert Witnesses 
 
Rates, guidelines and billing procedures for medical expert witnesses are outlined in 
Management Services Bulletin 07-01 (and attached herein as Appendix A). 
 
Non-Medical Expert Witnesses 
 
Rates, guidelines and billing procedures for non-medical expert witnesses are outlined in 
Management Services Bulletin 09-02 (and attached herein as Appendix B). 
 
Enquiries regarding billing guidelines on the classification of an expert witness should be 
directed to the applicable regional Business Manager, Regional Operations. 

 
 
 
Amended, December, 2007 
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APPENDIX A 
Part 1:  Medical Expert Witness – Fee Schedule 
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Part 2:   Medical Expert Witness Billing & Reporting Guide 
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http://www.pss.gov.bc.ca/csa/categories/accommodation/search/
 

http://www.pss.gov.bc.ca/csa/categories/accommodation/search/
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Part 3:  Medical Expert Witness, sample invoice 
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APPENDIX B 
Part 1 

NON-MEDICAL EXPERT WITNESS FEE SCHEDULE 
 

Effective April 1, 2009 
 

EXPERT PREPARATION & 
COURT TIME / HR. 

TRAVEL TIME / 
HR. 

SPECIALIST 
(a professional recognized in a 
field, e.g. an engineer with 
special qualifications, forensic 
accountant, etc.) 

$ 194.00 $ 116.00 

PSYCHOLOGIST $ 156.12 $ 96.13 
PROFESSIONAL 
(e.g. Chartered Accountant, 
Engineer) 

$ 144.00 $ 84.00 

MISC. PROFESSIONAL 
(e.g. Dentist, Veterinarian, 
Forensic Anthropologist, etc.) 

$ 126.00 $ 70.00 

CERTIFIED GENERAL 
ACCOUNTANT, CERTIFIED 
MANAGEMENT 
ACCOUNTANT 

$ 95.00 $ 55.00 

TECHNICAL EXPERTS 
(e.g. Document Examiner, 
Registered Nurse, Biologist, 
Zoologist, Physiotherapist, Fire 
Consultant, Motor Vehicle 
Deconstructionist, Play 
Therapist, Counsellor, Analyst, 
etc.) 

$ 75.00 $ 45.00 

OTHER TECHNICIANS 
(e.g. Mechanic; Lab Technician 
– simple reporting of facts, no 
analysis required; Environment 
Technician; etc.) 

$ 50.00 $ 30.00 
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Part 2 
NON-MEDICAL EXPERT BILLING GUIDELINES 

 
 
1.1 Travel to Court 

a) Time begins when the expert leaves home or place of work to go to court. 
b) Time ends when the expert arrives at the Court or Crown Counsel Office 

or otherwise begins direct work on the case. 
c) If work on the case does not start until the day after travel, then travel time 

ends upon arrival at the hotel or at 1800 hours, whichever is later. 
 
1.2 Expenses 

Expenses related to expert witness billing shall be in accordance with the rates 
established for ‘Group 2’ (public service) employees.  Such expenses may be 
claimed when the expert witness is required to attend court at a location more 
than 32 km from his/her residence or where unusual road conditions exist which, 
for example, requires travel by ferry.  

 
1.3 Return Travel 

a) Time ends when the expert arrives at home or place of work. 
b) If the expert is unable to return home the same day, then travel time ends 

at 1800 hours on the day that work on the case is finished and restarts the 
next morning at 0900 hours or upon leaving the hotel, whichever is earlier. 

c) If the court schedule and travel arrangements are such that an expert is 
required to stay away from home over a weekend, then travel time up to 8 
hours per day is billed for the weekend days, to the extent that the expert’s 
time is not occupied with the case work over the weekend. 

 
1.4 Court Time 

a) Court time includes all relevant expert or professional activities, including 
preparation, interviews, discussions, testimony, listening to other 
testimony and associated waiting time. 

b) Court time starts when the expert arrives at the Court or Crown Counsel 
Office, or at 0900 hours if he/she had already traveled away from home on 
a prior day. 

c) Court time ends when Court ends or no other services are required, but 
continues to 1800 hours if further services are required the next day, if the 
expert has traveled from out of town. 

d) Time for preparation work prior to arrival or during evenings or weekends 
is billed in addition to the above and for the actual time spent. 
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e) If lunch is primarily social, then a one-hour lunch break is not billable, but 
time for a working lunch is billable. 

f) Where expert witnesses are testifying in their home community, they are 
paid by their hourly rate for Court time as defined above. 

 
1.5 Cancellations 

A cancellation is defined as a situation where the expert is informed that a 
previously arranged Court appearance is no longer required or is to be 
rescheduled for any reason including testimony not needed, Court scheduling 
changes and Court adjournments. 
Where the cancellation notice is received less than 24 hours (1 working day) 
prior to the scheduled court appearance, the expert will be paid for two (2) hours 
of court time. 
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Part 3 


