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POLICY 
 
The Criminal Justice Branch is responsible for prosecutions under the Criminal Code.   
 
The Public Prosecution Service of Canada is responsible for prosecutions under all other 
federal statutes, unless a provincial investigating agency has provided a report to Crown 
Counsel, in which case the Criminal Justice Branch is responsible (e.g. under the federal 
Fisheries Act or the Migratory Birds Convention Act). 
 
Notwithstanding the above, where on one Information or Indictment there are charges 
which are a Criminal Justice Branch responsibility and charges which are a Public 
Prosecution Service of Canada responsibility, the prosecutorial authority with 
responsibility for the more significant offences will assume conduct (including charge 
assessment) of the whole prosecution, as set out in the Major/Minor Agreement attached as 
appendix A (which does not apply to the Firearms Act – see the Practice Directive entitled 
Firearms Offences – Prosecutions under Part III of the Criminal Code and the Firearms 
Act). 
 
 
DISCUSSION 
 
R. v. Sacobie and Paul (1979), 51 CCC (2d) 430 (N.B.C.A.); affd. (1983), 1 CCC (3d) 446 
(SCC) sets out the rule as to when provincial Crown Counsel may conduct prosecutions for 
offences under federal statutes other than the Criminal Code: 
 

• if an Information is laid on behalf of the Government of Canada and counsel appears 
on behalf of the Attorney General of Canada, the federal Crown has exclusive 
legislative jurisdiction 
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• if an Information is laid by the federal government and counsel for the provincial 

Attorney General appears, and counsel for the Attorney General of Canada does not 
appear, the provincial Crown has the exclusive right to prosecute 

 
• if an information is laid by anyone other than on behalf of the federal government, the 

provincial Crown may appear, as the Criminal Code requires, to conduct the prosecution 
 
Provincial firearms officers provide Reports to Crown Counsel to the Public Prosecution Service 
of Canada for Firearms Act offences which are the sole responsibility of the Public Prosecution 
Service of Canada. 
 
Attached as appendix B is a precedent for a letter of authorization under the Major/Minor 
Agreement. 
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APPENDIX B 

 
PRECEDENT FOR AUTHORIZATION LETTER 

 
UNDER MAJOR/MINOR AGREEMENT 

 
 

 
RE: R. v. Full Name of Accused 

 
 

Information/Indictment #_______ 
 
 
 
 
Pursuant to the Major/Minor Agreement between The Attorney General of Canada  
 
and The Attorney General of British Columbia signed on _   _date             , _  ___,    
 
you are authorized to conduct the above-noted prosecution on all of the charges on  
 
the Information/Indictment. 
 
 
 
Take note that under the Major/Minor Agreement, you are authorized to prosecute or  
 
conduct all ancillary matters as set out in that agreement. 
 
 
 
 
 
___________________________ 
      (authorizing party signs) 

 
 


