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POLICY 
 
Crown Counsel should consider the following factors in determining whether to support an 
intermittent sentence: 

1. An intermittent sentence may be inappropriate if the offender has recently served a 
sentence for a similar offence. 

2. Offenders with a history of violence, sexual offences, escape, unlawfully at large, 
breaches of probation/recognizance/conditional sentences, and failing to appear, are 
generally unsuitable candidates for intermittent sentences. 

 
If the offender makes a claim of employment or enrolment in an educational program, 
Crown Counsel should consider whether to take the position that the offender should 
provide confirmation to the court. 
 
RCMP facilities:  If the court is considering an intermittent sentence in an RCMP 
jurisdiction, Crown Counsel should refer to appendix A and advise the court if the local 
RCMP detachment is unable to accommodate an intermittent sentence.   
 
If necessary, Crown Counsel should be prepared to assist the court by consulting with the 
Officer in Charge of the detachment and the local probation office as to a possible 
alternative for service of the intermittent sentence. 
 
 
DISCUSSION 
 
Some smaller RCMP detachments have inadequate facilities to accommodate the prisoner’s 
needs, as outlined in appendix A. 
 
Crown Counsel is often the only representative of the executive arm of government in the 
courtroom and, although arguably this is an administrative matter, it is important to assist the 
court in the efficient administration of justice. 
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APPENDIX A 
 
 
The attached list of RCMP detachments should be read as follows: 
 

1. Those detachments which are able to accommodate intermittent prisoners are shown in 
BOLD. 

 
2. Those detachments which are able to accommodate a limited number of intermittent 

prisoners have been UNDERLINED. 
 
3. Those detachments which are unable to accommodate intermittent prisoners are shown 

in ITALICS. 
 
4. Those detachments that have amalgamated and/or changed names have been 

highlighted. 
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