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INTRODUCTION

This information package is designed for members of the media who intendetotiteRobert
William Pickton trial It provides important information regarding the arrangemienpdaceto
accommodate media attendance at the tgalirtroom decorum as well as background
information relating to the proceedings.

The intent of the guideis to outline:
e Background information on the circumstances leading to the trial;
¢ Information about the trial itself;
¢ Media accreditation process and related arrangements, guidelines and requirements for
the mediaand
e Information on the juste sysem and juries in Canada

The Court Service8ranchof the Ministry of Attorney General has; working collaboration

with a committee of senior media representatives, considieeedeeds of the media in covering

the trial and howo accommodate thosealsin light of the limitednumber of seats available to

the public, families and media who may wish to attend the proceeding. The media plan and
guide is alsgorovidedto maintain order to ensure thatiblic access to the New Westminster
Law Courts is noimpeded andhatthe work of the courts and registry can continue.

Members of the media who have questions regarding media arrangements should contact:
MediaFacilitators Tom Collinsor Kathy Quon 604 3157749

Media ConsultantMark JanvVrem 604 83-5968
Faci | MedaWarkroemPhone 604 5207774
E-mail court.media@gov.bc.ca

Website http://www.aqg.gov.bc.ca/courts/pickton/index.htm

PLEASENOTE:
The contents of this guide cannot be relied on for legal advice. The original versions of| any
documents excerpted, transcribed or referred to in this guide should be referenced pripr tg
publication or broadcast. All members of the media coverthg trial should familiarizethemselves
with the relevantsections of the Criminal Code of Canada, and consult with thewn legal counsel
as necessarylt is the responsibility of the media to become familiar withyabhans on publication of
bans ondisclosure thatare in effect for the trial and to monitor the proceedings for amendments| or
additional bans.

ACCREDITATION

Accreditation provides photo ID fanembers of the media covering the t@gald makes them
eligible for allocated media seats in theurtroom, the overflow courtroom and tidedia
Workroom. Applicants must sign three forms: the Application which containgformation
about themselves and their mediatlet; the Undertaking whiclpermits the use of audio
recording devies solelyfor the accuracy of their noteand a Media ID Card Requesiany
B.C. journalists have already been acdited for the B.C. Supreme Court.However they
must also be accredited specifically for the Pickton Trial.
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Each member of a media organizatioattplans to cover the trial on location in any capacity
(reporter, photographer, camera operator, sketch artist, technician, prodcgrsnust be
accredited. Forms and related accreditatiomnformation is available online at:
http://www.ag.gov.bc.ca/courts/pickton/index.hton by contacting the media facilitators by
phone or email (see contacts above).

COURT HISTORY OF CASE

On February 22, 2002, the Crown approved two charges of éged murdeagainst Robert
William Pickton. Ovethe next several monththe Crown charged Mr. Pickton with additional
counts of first degree murder bringing the total to 15 by October 2, 2002.

The preliminaryinquiry began in Januar2003,in the Preincial Court of British Columbia at
the PortCoquitlam Courhousebefore the Honourable Judge David Stond&he preliminary
hearing lasted approximately six months, ending in July 2088 Judge David Stone ordering
Mr. Pickton to stand trial on 15 cotsnof first degree murderln order to ensure trial fairness,
there is a ban on publication with respect to the preliminary hearing proceedings.

The media must pay close attention to any publication bans in place and monitor the proceedinps fo[
amendmens or additional bans.If there are any questions regarding the scope of a ban, the mgdia
should seek advice from their legal counsel.

In May 2005, Mr. Justice James Williams was assigned to be the presiding j@igein
prosecutors also added an aiddial 12 charges to the indictmdot a total of27 counts of first
degree murder Thiswas reduced to 26 counts in March 20@6en one of theountswas ruled
to be anullity.

Mr. Justice Williams presided over thir dire portion of the proceedys which began in
January 2006.0n August 9 he issued adecisionto sever chargebased on his concern that
proceeding to trial on all counts would impose an unreasonable burden upon members of the jury
in terms of the anticipated duration of the triablume and nature of the evidence, and the
complexity of the legal argumentdVr. Justice Williams natd thatthe evidence in suppoof

six counts wagmaterially differentfrom the othersand ordered the remaining counts to be
severed from the indictmentOn September 8, 200@6he Crown announced its decision to
proceed on those six counts first with the balance to luk deparately at a later date. The new
indictment was filed on October 2006 and is attached a& p p e nEbi khe riames of the
victims associated with the six counts are Sereena Abotsway, Mona Wilson, Andrea Joesbury,
Brenda Ann Wolfe, Georgina Faith Papin, and Marnie Frey.

The jury empanelment processs completed on December, 2006, andhe trial before the
jury began odanuay 22, 2007.

The Crown called 98 witnesses to testify in the presentation of its case to the jury. The Defence
called 30 witnesses for a total of 128 witnesses who testified during the course of the trial.
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